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Historic San Luis Obispo 


A Thousand Hills, a Hundred Fertile Valleys, Cities of Romance and 
Tradition, Call to All Who Seek Contentment. 


THOUSAND hills, a hundred val- agricultural development — tied together 

leys; seventy-five miles of rugged by a white ribbon of concrete, El Camino 

rocks and glistening white sands, Real (the King's Highway). Such is 
kissed by the waters of the mighty Pacific; San Luis Obispo County. 
four beaches, one twenty miles long, play- 
grounds of a prosperous community; two 
score towns and cities, the old and the This territory is hallowed by romantic 
new; a port where record oil shipments and historical associations, having a back- 
supply a waiting world; new industries ground of adventure, dreams, and reali- 
with growing payrolls; large cattle and ties, inspired by a delightful charm of 
grain areas; great ranchos, dating from scenery and sunshine tempered by the soft 
Spanish grants; productive market garden sea air. A leaf from the pages of the past 
and small farms; famous health resorts, reveals that 380 years ago, Cabrillo, 
bringing new vigor and hope; two pic- Portuguese navigator, discovered what is 
turesque missions, established 150 years known today as Port San Luis. Then 
ago—a prize package of scenic wealth, came the Padres about seventy-five years 
contented homes, history, romance, and before the covered wagons came to Cali- 


ROMANCE AND ADVENTURE 
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San Luis Obispo District of the Midland Counties Public Service Corporation covers practically all of 
San Luis Obispo County. 
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fornia, and the miner’s shout of “gold” 
startled America. These Franciscan 
Monks welded a chain of missions, a day’s 
journey apart (forty miles), through the 
Coast counties, from San Diego to a 
point just north of San Francisco Bay. 
Two of these missions were in territory 


which later became San Luis Obispo 
County. 
Where the sandaled feet of those 


Monks trod the unknown hills and valleys 
in 1772, today are thousands of road 
signs along the concrete covered trails. 
Tourists, feeling the gypsy urge in their 
blood, glide noiselessly over easy grades, 
as a panorama of beauty is unfolded at 
each bend in the road. 


THE OLD AND NEW 


San Luis Obispo County has the old 
and the new; traces of the period when 
Indians were converted at the Missions, 
and taught to till the soil; towns that 
have seen better days but still retain the 
picturesque colorings of a fishing village 
or a town in the Alps. Then the modern 
cities that have kept pace with the march 
of progress. Days of adventure and 
strong-hearted men are recalled by adobe 
walls here and there. Into this picture 
are blended the winding state highway, 
county paved roads, new business build- 
ings, schools and churches, clean streets, 
modern homes, industrial plants, small 
farms, and the pumping plant,—a record 
of advancement. 


THE KING'S HIGHWAY 


Through San Luis Obispo County, El 
Camino Real offers nearly a hundred 
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Ruins of this type recall the early Spanish settlers 


who pioneered the way in this county. These are the 
ruins of a primitive water power mill at San Luis 
Obispo. 


delightful miles by sea and mountains. 
Variety of her scenery opens to the motor- 
ist the door to a new field of interest in 
travel. 

Agricultural development is not in a 
pioneer stage. The greatest change in 
farming advancement and growth of cities 
has come in the past four or five years. 
Old structures are replaced by modern 
business buildings; great cattle and grain 
ranches are being subdivided -into small 
farms. It is one of the few counties 
where enormous ranches left from the 
days of the Spanish grants still remain 
intact. Dairying, the third industry in 
the county, is expanding. With the aid 
of the pumping plant, due to extension of 
electric power lines, thousands of acres 
have been planted to alfalfa. Market 
gardens and small crops are rapidly taking 
their place in the sun as large ranchos are 
melting away before the intensive growth 
of agriculture. The hillsides that formerly 
sustained a few head of cattle per acre 


Typical small farm and poultry unit in San Luis Obispo County. 


Jury, 1924 


are now producing tons of almonds, 
peaches, apples and other choice fruits. 


ARROYO GRANDE 


Vegetable and truck crops, fruits, and 
beauty and variety of colorful seed gar- 
dens feature the Arroyo Grande section, a 
strip ten miles wide and seventy-five. miles 
long across the southern end of the county. 
The area is nearly four hundred and 
eighty thousand acres of fertile valleys, 
rolling hills, level plains and beaches. 
Seven-eighths of this territory is sparsely 
settled, but with the completion of the 
lateral through the Cuyama Valley to 
Bakersfield extensive development is 
planned. Almonds and fruits and many 
specialized vegetable crops do well here. 
'The city of Arroyo Grande has a popula- 
tion of one thousand. 
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The cosy city of 
Arroyo Grande rests 
in the lap of a fertile 
valley surrounded by 
low hills. The busi- 
ness streets are paved 
and lined with well- 
kept stores and shops. 


Below.—The soil in 
— the vicinity of Arroyo 
"= Grande is particularly 
. adapted to the grow- 
ing of flower seeds. 


PORT SAN LUIS 

San Luis Bay is a natural harbor, well 
protected and with a depth of water suffi- 
cient to float safely the large ships of the 
Pacific. Cargoes are transported to the 
town of Avila and Port San Luis by sev- 
eral oil pipe lines, Pacific Coast narrow- 
guage railroad, and auto trucks over a 
recently completed county paved highway 
into Avila. Oil, lumber and brick are 
the principal shipments. Fishing is good 
at the port. Avila has a neat auto camp 
grounds. 


$4N LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
HAS FAITH IN ITS FUTURE 
San Luis Obispo County is "sold" on its 
future. It claims a greater variety of 
attractions for the settler than the average 
county. It points to its many productive 


Original from 
SITY OF CALIFORNIA 


One of the largest consumers of power in the San 
Luis Obispo District is the Southern Pacific Company 
at Santa Margarita, where a rock quarry of 70 cars 
capacity per day has been in operation two months. 
This crushed rock is used in ballasting the roadbed. 


hills and fertile valleys; its highly 
organized community settlement at Atas- 
cadero; its growing cities of San Luis 
Obispo, Paso Robles, Pismo and many 
others. It has unlimited areas for cattle, 
grain and dairying; wonderful opportuni- 
ties for small farms; the health-giving 
mineral springs at Paso Robles and else- 
where in the county. It:calls attention to 
the playgrounds of Pismo; the restful 
charm of Morro Bay, Atascadero Beach 
and Paso Robles Beach, quieting to the 
nerves; or the swaying pines of Cambria, 
a picturesque village nestling in the hills 
near the rugged coast. 

Wide expanse of scenic beauties, de- 
lightful climate, a new era in agricultural 
development, and the charm of Spanish 
traditions, give to San Luis Obispo 
County many advantages, which, as a 
result of its remarkable community spirit, 
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will be used effectively in gaining its 
share of the population increase already 


assured to California, "where life is 
better.” 
CHRONOLOGY OF 

PORT SAN LUIS 


1542—Discovered by Cabrillo and named 
Los Todos Santos, or All Saints. 
1769—Observed by Father Serra and Gov- 
ernor Portola on first journey north. 
1850—Made port of delivery by Congress. 
1851—Coasting steamers made it port of 
call. 
1852—Surveyed by U. S. Coast Survey. 
1860—First wharf constructed. Regular 
steamer traffic begun. 
1869—People’s Wharf constructed. 
1872—Harford Wharf constructed. 
1873—Wharf extended to deep water. 
1873—Construction of railroad begun. 
1875—Town of Avila laid out. 
1876—Railroad completed to San Luis 
Obispo. 
1888—Work begun on breakwater. 
1903—Oil shipments began. 
1907—County wharf constructed. 
1924—Regular port of call for coast ves- 
sels and oil tankers. 


A WINNING NAME 
Policeman (producing note-book) — 
“Name, please.” 
Motorist—‘‘Aloysius—Alastair — Cyp- 
rian p> 
Policeman 


(putting book away)— 


“Well, don’t let me catch you again."— 
Punch (London). 


Avila has a fine auto park and a delightful beach, Also the center of one of the largest oil shipping 


points on the Pacific Coast. 
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Paso Robles, the Almond City 


While Almonds Are a Specialized Crop, Other Fruits Thrive Well; Hot 
Springs Are Attractive Feature. 


N a setting of rolling hills, dotted by 
many oak trees from which its name 
originated, the city of Paso Robles is 

beautifully situated on the banks of the 
Salinas River. Early Spanish adventurers 
gave this district the title of El Paso de 
Robles, which means The Pass of the Oaks. 

The city has long been famous for its 
mineral waters and health resorts, the 
sulphur springs and hot mud baths being 
notable features. This productive dis- 
trict has a radius of about forty miles, 
extending from the Santa Lucia moun- 
tains into the counties of Monterey and 
Kern. It is about half way between San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, on the main line 
of the Southern Pacific, and El Camino 
Real, a paved road built by the state. 

A DESIRABLE HOME PLACE 

Paso Robles is called a desirable place 

in which to live. "The city claims less 


wind, fog and frost than the average com- 


munity: settlement within an hour's motor 
trip of four beaches on the Pacific Ocean. 
It is within one day's journey to San 
Francisco or Los Angeles. The 1924 
population is estimated at more than 4,200. 
During the past four or five years, the 
city has made its most remarkable growth. 
Old structures which had battled with 
the elements for scores of years were torn 
down and replaced by modern business 
buildings of steel, concrete and brick. 
Paved streets, electroliers and new homes 
completely changed the appearance of the 
city. Here is located one of the best 
equipped auto camps in the state, having 
a large swimming tank, brick comfort 
buildings, and cottages under oak trees 
equipped with conveniences for cooking by 
electricity. 
ALMOND ASSOCIATION 

'The district has found its almond 

orchards among its best wealth producers. 


Paso Robles High School. 


Hotel Taylor. 
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Hot Springs Hotel, 
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Jury, 1924 


The Almond Growers’ Association was 
formed in 1910 with six members repre- 
senting a total of sixty acres. Today 
there are thousands of acres represented 
in the association; the handling of the 
crop requiring a warehouse erected at a 
cost of $70,000 and having a capacity of 
one thousand tons. 


LARGE AREAS OF HAY AND GRAIN 


Along the Salinas River and on the 
Estrella Plains last year, more than 33,000 
tons of grain were produced and shipped. 
'The annual planting is estimated at 100,- 
000 acres. Dairying on an extensive scale 
is carried on successfully from Shandon to 
Estrella along the Cholame River where 
there is ample water for alfalfa. Paso 
Robles has a large creamery and cold stor- 
age plant while three cheese factories are 
operated in this district. 


IMPORTANT CATTLE CENTER 


Before the district turned to agricul- 
tural pursuits, particularly the growing of 
almonds and development of gardens and 
small farms, many thousands of cattle 
roamed the hills. ‘Today it is rated as the 
second largest cattle shipping point in the 
state. 

MANY FRUITS DO WELL 


While Paso Robles is known as The 
Almond City, other fruits are being grown 
with succes. Grazing land has been 
planted to prunes, pears, apples, peaches, 
apricots, grapes and watermelons. Within 
the last few years the walnut has been 
developed as a commercial crop. Gardens 
produce crops of splendid quality and size. 
Berries also do well in this section. 


CONDITIONS FAVORABLE FOR POULTRY 


'The absence of fog has resulted in the 
growth of the poultry industry from eleven 


hec 


A swimming pool is operated in connection with 
the Paso Robles Auto Park. 


commercial poultry ranches six years ago 
to more than 200 today. Two of the 
largest turkey farms in the United States 
are in this district. Poultry is shipped the 
year round to both San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, owing to the location of the dis- 
trict half way between. 


THE HOT SPRINGS 


Paso Robles Hot Springs were discov- 
ered in 1779 by the Franciscan Monks, al- 
though the Indians had used them before 
that date. The Monks, who had estab- 
lished the chain of missions along the 
Coast, recognized the health-giving powers 
of the mineral waters and had the springs 
walled with rock. The hot sulphur 
water, lithia and mud springs have since 
gained fame the world over. 'The Hot 
Springs Hotel Company bath house cost 
$100,000. The municipal bath house, 
which offers the same mineral waters to 
the public, was built in 1904 at a cost 
of $25,000. 


SPORTS 


Due to the wonderful climate of the 
Paso Robles District, golf may be played 


PART OF THE CIVIC CENTER OF ATASCADERO. 
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A new business center is rapidly developinz along = 
the highway passing through Atascadero Estates. These = 
buildings have been erected during the past year. H 
almost any day in the year. The Paso = 
Robles Golf and Country Club has re- H 
cently purchased over a hundred acres of = 
land on the highway. A new club house, E 
modern in every respect, will be erected z 
z 


and a nine-hole golf course is under con- 
struction by one of the best known golf 
experts in the state. Estimates for the 
cost of the club house and course complete 
are about $30,000. 

Paso Robles has a fine ball park which 
has been put into big league condition. It 
will be the permanent training place of the 
Pittsburgh National League Club. Fine 
ball games may be seen here in the spring 
between professionals, and other games all 
season. Also good football games may be 
witnessed every fall between local high 
school teams and those from the entire 
coast region. 

'The camping season continues almost 
the whole year around. Lake Tahoe, 
Yosemite Valley, a score of mountain 
parks with their groves of gigantic red- 
woods, tumbling rivers and waterfalls, and 
a thousand miles of Pacific surf are just a 
part of California's call of the wild so 
easily accessible from Paso Robles. Ducks, 
quail and doves may be had in season. 
Deer are plentiful and the hunter is sel- 
dom disappointed. Fishing of some kind j 
is always open to the angler—for when the 
trout season is closed there are game fish 
that are splendid to fight with from the 
shores or from a launch. 

In addition to the splendid swimming 
pool of the Paso Robles Hot Springs Hote!, 
there is an open-air plunge which is one 
of the most modern of its kind and has 
cost more than $30,000 to complete. This 
plunge has just recently been opened to the 
public. 
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‘This view of Pismo Reach 
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Neptune’s Playground 


Miles of White Beaches Famous for Giant Clams, Bays for Boating and 
Bathing, and Growing Cities, Characterize Coast. 


LAMS have made Pismo famous. 

These giant bivalves have made this 

the principal beach resort of San 
Luis Obispo County. Pismo is situ- 
ated on El Camino Real, the state highway, 
and the main line of the Southern Pacific. 
In the past two years, the city of Pismo has 
paved streets and installed electric lights 
while a sewage system is soon to be in- 
stalled. Several new sea food restaurants 
have been erected and new buildings are 
going up on every hand. On July 4 of 
this year the city's new hundred thousand 
dollar shipping and fishing pier was 
opened to the public, attracting a throng 
of 20,000 visitors. 

Pismo Beach is twenty miles long, per- 
haps the finest and second longest ocean 
strand along the Pacific Coast. Auto- 
mobiles may be driven at low tide along 
the wet hard sand at good speed for a 
distance of ten to twelve miles. At times 
as many as two hundred clam diggers may 
be observed in the surf at low tide. Many 
motorists camp along the white sand dunes 
at the beach. 

'The permanent population of Pismo 
has increased from 250 in 1920 to near 
the thousand mark. The average auto 
travel per day during the summer months 
is estimated at 3,000. 


TRANQUIL MORRO BAY 


Protected from the ocean by a long 
sand dune, Morro Bay is a land-locked 


harbor nearly four miles long. Cottages 
and homes are built on the wooded shores. 
Boating and fishing are features on the 
tranquil waters of the bay. Morro Rock, 
the scenic landmark, rises 576 feet out of 
the water at the entrance to the bay. 
From this giant rock the government took 
material to build the breakwater at Port 
San Luis and of Avila. Motor boating 
is a feature of Morro bay. 


ATTRACTIVE ATASCADERO INN 


An attractive inn is one of the features 
at Atascadero Beach, just north of Morro 
Bay. The new scenic coast highway is 
expected to further increase the popularity 
of this beach, where clam fishing is also 
a feature. 


CAYUCOS A TRADING CENTER 


Cayucos, at one time the site of a fish- 
ing cannery and creamery, which were 
abandoned when the county highway was 
improved, is still the trading center for 
several valleys which run back into the 
hills where cattle raising and dairying 
hold sway. Its products are used for 
cheese and butter. Good fishing is found 
at Cayucos, with its pier once used for 
ships when the winter weather closed the 
roads to the outside world. | Harmony 
Valley is adjacent to Cayucos. 

Paso Robles Beach, near Cayucos, is a 
new resort, established last year by resi- 
dents of Paso Robles. Most of the cot- 


A fine beach, fishing pier and excellent clams are attractions at Cayucos. 
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tages are equipped with electricity, includ- 
ing power for heating and cooking. 


OCEANO ENTERING NEW ERA 


Oceano is another beach resort just 
south of Pismo, where clam digging is the 
feature. The town has several stores and 
is just entering a new era of development. 


NEW COAST HIGHWAY 


The coast sections of Morro, Cayucos, 
Cambria and San Simeon will become 
more familiar to the public with the com- 
pletion of the new scenic coast highway, 
said to be one of the future wonders of 
California and perhaps the most remark- 
able road in America, if not in the world. 
The route, after leaving San Simeon, will 
be cut through the rocks and along the 
ocean cliffs, northward through the wild 
Santa Lucia mountains, rising several 


thousand feet out of the ocean, to Mon- 
terey. The scenic road will pass through 
the famous Little Sur and Big Sur coun- 
try of Monterey County where many 
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valleys covered with redwoods will be 
crossed. Work has been started on both 
ends which will require ten years to com- 
plete at a cost of several millions of dol- 
lars. 


QUAINT CAMBRIA 


Cambria, the most important of the 
coast towns along this scenic route at the 
present time, is distinguished from the 
other towns by its groves of beautiful pine 
trees. The town resembles a quaint Swiss 
village in its setting of trees and meadow. 
'The new coast highway is expected to 
make this a popular stopping place. 

San Simeon is the trading center of the 
Piedras Blanco Rancho of nearly 100,000 
acres owned by William Randolph Hearst. 
A million dollars has already been 
spent in improvements, including build- 
ings of the early Spanish architecture and 
elaborate landscape gardening. The 
Hearst estate is served with electricity by 
the Midland Counties Public Service Cor- 
poration. 


The City of Cambria is surrounded by heavily wooded hills and small valleys. The town resembles a 


quaint Swiss village in its setting of trees and meadow. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


A Practical School 


The California Polytechnic School at San Luis Obispo Offers Instruction 
in Many Useful Trades and Agriculture. 


N institution of which San Luis 

Obispo is very proud is the Cali- 

fornia Polytechnic School, located 
near the city, a state school giving voca- 
tional training, without tuition charge. 

The school grounds and farm consist 
of 936 acres on which are located twenty- 
three buildings erected at a cost of $456,- 
000. Two additional buildings, a fifty- 
unit dormitory and a combination gym- 
nasium and assembly hall, are planned to 
take care of the increased enrollment. 

'The farm is stocked with several breeds 
of poultry, sheep, hogs, cattle and horses, 
while the farm buildings are equipped 
with modern machinery. A commercially 
operated dairy and creamery are features 
of the school. 

The shops cover such vocations as 
carpentry, machine work, auto repairing, 
blacksmithing, electrical work and print- 
ing. The school operates its own electric 
power plant. 

'The curriculum embraces a school of 
agriculture, in which general and special- 
ized agricultural subjects are offered; a 
school of engineering, embracing various 
trades and arts, surveying, hydraulics and 
draughting; a school of printing giving the 
fundamentals of linotyping and general 
letterpress printing; and a course in related 
subjects such as English, mathematics, 
accounting, music, chemistry, history, pub- 
lic speaking and dramatics. Physical edu- 
cation and athletics also receive a share of 
attention. 

The dormitory and cafeteria are oper- 


Class in electrical engineering at California Poly- 


technic School. The school operates its own power 
plant where students secure practica] training. 
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ated pn a co-operative non-profit basis 
making it possible for students to maintain 
clean wholesome living conditions at a 
minimum of cost. Students are allowed 
to earn additional amounts toward their 
expenses by carrying on agricultural pro- 
jects in connection with their class-room 
assignments. 

A vital factor in the life of the student 
and the whole school is the intimate inter- 
est taken in the students by the teachers 
and officers. President Ben R. Crandall 
recognizes the importance of character 
building as a result of close personal 
contact between students and faculty mem- 


bers of high ideals. The president's 
attitude toward the students is one of 
wholesome personal contact. He attends 


their games, their picnics, their banquets 
and conferences. He confers with indi- 
viduals and groups of students in his office. 
He is as accessible to any student in need 
of his counsel as he is to the most dis- 
tinguished citizen visitor on the campus. 
The students respect him for his ability as 
they love him for his personality. 


The city of San Luis Obispo has six 
large school buildings and seven smaller 
ones. The entire school property is 
valued at $358,000. There are 65 em- 
ployees in the district and more than 1300 
students in the grade and high schools. 


Mother—"Is daddy asleep?” 
Betty—“Yes, mother—all except his 


nose. "— London Humorist. 


Complete courses in linotype operation and master 
printing are given at the California Polytechnic School. 


Eight late model linotypes are installed in this plant. 
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“The City of the Bishop” 


San Luis Obispo, Important Industrial and Agricultural Center, Has Had 
Rapid Growth During Past Five Years. 


TILL containing evidence of the 
Indian and Spanish occupation of 
150 to 200 years ago, the city of San 

Luis Obispo, county seat of the county 
bearing the same name, offers a variety 
of history, romance and modern develop- 
ment, sufficient to satisfy the desires of 
any person. For many years in its early 
history the city consisted of a mission and 
a few adobe huts. Today it has a popula- 
tion of 15,000 and scores of modern busi- 
ness buildings, many new homes, paved 
streets lighted by natural gas, excellent 
schools and churches that compare with 
those of other California cities, much 
younger in history. It has a large state 
college and industries that employ hun- 
dreds of people. 


THE CITY OF THE BISHOP 


'To the motorist, traveling in luxury 
along the well-signed El Camino Real, 
the history of the city is fascinating in the 
extreme. Hidden among the modern busi- 


ness buildings and homes may be found 
traces of the period of adventure, when 
the surrounding hills and valleys were the 


hunting grounds of Indians and early 
Spanish explorers, before the arrival of 
Father Junipero Serra in 1771 when he 
established the Mission of San Luis 
Obispo de Tolosa, from which the present 
county seat takes its name. The meaning 
of the name is The City of the Bishop. 


MOST EQUIABLE CLIMATE 


It was only a few months ago that the 
enterprising secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce discovered among the weather 
bureau records at Washington, D. C., that 
San Luis Obispo has one of the most even 
climates in the world, these figures being 
taken from charts covering a period of 
several years. The city is proud of its 
climate, as it is of the remarkable growth 
during the past four or five years, when 
old Spanish ranchos began to break up 
into small farms, greatly stimulating the 
development of the surrounding country. 


IMPORTANT BUSINESS CENTER 


The city is a division point of the South- 
ern Pacific, with its shops giving employ- 
ment to between four hundred and five 
hundred men. Three-fourths of these are 


A characteristic view of San Luis Obispo. 
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married, their families living in San Luis 
Obispo. Six pipe lines bring oil from 
adjacent counties, some of them in the 
San Joaquin Valley. "This oil is shipped 
from Port San Luis, second largest oil 
shipping port in the world. Three piers 
at the city of Avila take care of this enor- 
mous output of oil shipments by sea. An 
oil storage farm, near the city, has a total 
capacity of between eight and nine mil- 
lion barrels, one of the show places of the 
community. The huge buried tanks 
resemble giant sand drifts in the Sahara 
desert. A large oil refinery and several 
oil pumping plants in this region supply 
work for hundreds. 


MANY INDUSTRIES 


Oil fields in the vicinity of the town of 
Edna have been producing for ten to 
fifteen years. The city of San Luis 
Obispo has three large creameries which 
manufacture an average of three million 
pounds of butter per year. One large 
brick plant operates during nine months 
of the year from a large deposit of heavy 
clay. Its capacity is from twenty to thirty 
thousand building bricks per day.  Elec- 
tricity is used throughout the process of 
manufacture. A new industry for the 
production of insulating brick from dia- 
tomaceous earth has been established near 
the city. This chalk-like earth is found 


in large quantities in this section and offers 
great possibilities as an insulating material. 
Chrome and fire clay are also used at this 
plant in the manufacture of fire brick. 
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The city has sev- 
eral ice and cold stor- 
age plants, laundries, 
planing mills, foun- 
deries, machine shops, 
bakeries and other 
small manufacturing 
plants. Garages have 
kept pace with the 
opening of auto camp 
grounds and the 
rapid increase in 
tourist travel. 

The beouta dy rs haste at ne 
of San Luis Obispo J. Kelly weighs approxi- 
les in a natural DE 35 pounds. 
bowl, surrounded by picturesque hills. In 
this rapidly growing district are the towns 
of Atascadero, Pismo, Arroyo Grande, 
Santa Marguerita, Moro, Cayucos, Cam- 
bria, Oceano, Avila, Edna and Eaglet. 


NIGHTMARE LAND 


She (in art gallery)—“So that’s one of 
those cubist paintings. What a dreadful 
place Cuba must be!”—Boston Transcript. 


No ALLIGATOR AT HoME 


One of the fruit-stall men in the city 
market was striving hard to add a few 
cents to the total of his sales. 

"We've got some fine alligator pears,” 
he suggested. j 

“Silly,” laughed the very, very young 
housewife. “We don't even keep a gold- 
fish."— Houston Post. 


The Edna field consists of eleven wells having an average production of 1,500 barrels per month. The 


average depth of these wells is 950 feet. 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO DISTRICT 
OFFICE. 
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The ladies are (left to right) Mrs. 
Josephine Gibson, Mrs. Leola Righetti, 
Anna Janssen, and Edna Bray. To 
the left is Chief Clerk W. R. Coats, 
while Inspector J. P. Ogle is guarding 


the safe. 

In the center is District Manager 
Chas. J. Kelly and his 8 months-old 
son, Albert Orr Kelly. 

Below are 23 of the line and con- 
struction employees of the district. 
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When the Streets Were Dark at Midnight 


Early Experiments in Electrical Service in San Luis Obispo County 
In Contrast With the Service of Today. 


NE of the first electric light plants 
O in the state was, placed in operation 
at San Luis Obispo about 40 years 
ago by the Sperry Flour Company. This 
little. plant consisted of one direct current 
arc machine of two kilowatts capacity, 
and one 35-kilowatt alternating current 
machine for incandescent lighting. This 
plant provided service for street lights and 
a few business houses during the night 
only, from dusk until 1:00 a. m. "There 
were no street lights on moonlight nights. 
During 1900 the San Luis Obispo Gas 
& Electric Company was formed, taking 
over the Sperry light plant, with about 
100 electric light customers. The promo- 
ters of the new company had a hard time 
to keep out of the hands of a receiver. 
Most of the improvements were made 
from funds secured on the personal notes 
of the stockholders. 

This plant was later sold to Russel H. 
Ballard, now vice-president of the South- 
ern California Edison Company, who 
interested Southern California capital in 
the company and proceeded to make 
improvements in the plant. The power 
house was moved and rebuilt in 1905 and 


a 250-kilowatt Bullock generator installed. 


to take care of the increasing business. 
'This machine was later moved to the 
Mountain King Power house on the Mer- 
ced River where it is continuing to give 
service. Ballard operated the company 
until 1913 when the Mid!and Counties 
Public Service Corporation bought the 
business which at that time had about 
500 customers. The city of San Luis 
Obispo then had a population of 5,000. 


TWENTY-FOUR HOUR SERVICE 

When the city was connected with the 
main transmission line extending across 
the Coast mountains from Coalinga. a 
24-hour service was immediately placed in 
effect and service was extended to indus- 
tries requiring power during daylight 
hours. Today the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation has 3,600 cus- 
tomers in the city of San Luis Obispo and 
vicinity. 
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'The early history of the electrical serv- 
ice in Paso Robles is very much the same 
as that of San Luis Obispo. The Sperry 
Flour Company pioneered the way with 
a small lighting plant operated in connec- 
tion with the mill. This plant was sold in 
1905 to the Paso Robles Light & Water 
Company. Previous to 1905 the hours of 
lighting service were from dusk until 
midnight, and when the hours were 
extended to an all-night service the new 
company received much favorable com- 
ment. In 1913 the Midland Counties 
Public Service Corporation took over the 
light and water business of less than 200 
lighting customers and about 350 water 
customers. The town had a population of 
1500. The water service was taken over 
by the City of Paso Robles in 1917. There 
are now 1200 customers of the Midland 
Counties Public Service Corporation in 
Paso Robles and nearby communities. 

The electrical business of a few hundred 
customers in two cities in 1912 has grown 
to more than 5,000 customers in 1924. 
There are now 133 agricultural power 
consumers in San Luis Obispo County 
using a total of 1,380 horsepower for 
pumped irrigation. 


SAN JOAQUIN MAY COMPETE 
IN STATE FIRST-AID MEET 
News has been received that a first-aid 
team may be sent to Riverside to compete 
in the State Industrial First-Aid Meet. 
Andy Johnson reports that the team in the 
San Joaquin District, which is one of the 
smallest districts on the system, has made 
the best record and the best showing and 
will be the team to represent the company 
in September. In order to form this team 
it was necessary to call on the chief clerk 
and the district foreman to make up the 
requisite six men, there being only two 
linemen and two groundmen in the dis- 
trict. When this team goes to Riverside, 
it will be necessary to send a crew out 
from Fresno to take care of the work 
while they are away. 
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A panoramic view of San Luis Obispo—a city of beautiful is 


Historic San | 


An important center in the! 
is keeping pace in the develop 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS—It is the desire of San 
Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. If 
more than one copy is coming to you or your family, 
will you kindly notify us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, San Joaquin Power 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


AL C. Joy - - - Editor and Manager 
SYDNEY W. Green - - Associate Editor 


Subscription - - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies- - - - - - - - 10 Cents 
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SAN LUIS OBISPO 


San Joaguin Power Magazine journeys 
out of the great valley this month and 
devotes its pages to the San Luis Obispo 
District of the Midland Counties Public 
Service Corporation. Midland Counties 
is part of our own organization, for the 
“juice” that lights the Coast homes, turns 
the wheels of industry there, and runs the 
pumps of agriculture, is San Joaquin 
Power "juice," generated in the great 
plants of the valley. 

San Luis Obispo District has an appeal 
that is off the trail of ordinary imagination. 
Its ancient missions seem still to echo with 
the feet of the Padres who planted here 
the cross of civilization and wrote the 
first chapters of California history. Over 
its hills and valleys once spread the 
rancherias of the early dons, rulers of a 
great domain in that romantic and care- 
free era before the gringo came. Beyond 
is the great ocean, and on its beaches a 
playground of year-round delight, and 
just behind them quaint, foreign-looking 
little villages snuggling against hillsides. 

But it is the San Luis Obispo district 
of today that we are chiefly interested in. 
The greater romance of modern progress 
is occupying the stage. Small farms inten- 
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sively cultivated are replacing the ranch- 
erias; up-to-date business buildings and 
homes circle the old missions; everywhere 
is activity, development, the hustle and 
bustle of busy and prosperous people. 

Here is a territory rich in resources, 
offering opportunity to the home-seeker. 
It is alive to its possibilities, and it is toil- 
ing energetically to realize them. ‘To the 
great strides of development it is making, 
electricity is giving tremendous impetus. 
We are proud of our participation in the 
procession of progress over the trail of the 
Mission Fathers. 


HELP TO SAVE THE FORESTS 


How many know that nearly 15 per cent 
of all the remaining virgin timber in the 
United States is in the state of California; 
that there is enough timber in these forests 
to supply the needs of the nation for a per- 
iod of eight years, if all other sources of 
supply were cut off, and that this forest 
wealth of the Golden State is conservatively 
valued at 750,000,000 dollars? 

Lumbering in California is not far behind 
agriculture, the greatest of our industries. 
One-tenth of all the wage earners in the 
state are employed in the lumbering indus- 
tries, and the annual value of the wood 
products that are turned out is almost 100 
million dollars. In face of these facts, 
surely no one can deny that the prosperity 
and development of our state are largely 
dependent on a continuous and permanent 
supply of wood. And we all know that 
we can’t keep our forests growing and pro- 
ducing wealth unless fires are entirely kept 
out of our brush and timber lands. 

There is also the most important and 
beneficial influence that forests have on 
streamflow and watershed protection. 
Water for municipal and domestic use, for 
irrigation of crops and orchards, for hydro- 
electrical development, and for a thousand 
other purposes all comes in large part from 
the forested areas of the mountain ranges 
of our state. 

Last year, more than 4,000,000 people, 
many of whom were from distant states, 
visited the National Forests of California. 
This shows how our forests serve the people 
for outdoor life and recreation. It indicates, 
too, what they mean in the way of tourist 
business to communities favorably situated 
within or close to forests. Green, beautiful 
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forests attract motorists, campers and sports- 
men; ugly, burned-off lands drive them 
away. 

We here had an unprecedented number 
of forest fires this year. ‘They have done 
damage reaching into millions of dollars. 
Never before has the menace of forest fires 
been brought home so forcibly to California. 

You can help to keep the forests green 
and beautiful—so that they will furnish 
lumber for the homebuilder, water for 
irrigation, forage for cattle and sheep, and 
playgrounds for all the people, by being 
very careful with fire when in our forests 
and brush fields, and by teaching others to 
be careful. Human carelessness is the cause 
of over 80 per cent of all the forest fires 
that occur in California, and this deplor- 
able waste of natural resources could be 
prevented if everyone would learn to be as 
careful with fires in the woods as they are 
with fire in their own home. 


AUGUST ISSUE FOR MERCED 

'The next issue of San Joaquin Power 
Magazine will be devoted largely to the 
Merced District. This issue which will 
be off the press September 15, will prove 
among the most attractive numbers of the 
series devoted to descriptions of the various 
sections served by San Joaquin Power. 
Merced District is the center of a widely 
diversified agricultural section, has rich 
mineral resources, and some of the greatest 
mountain scenery in the world. The 
Merced Irrigation District, comprising a 
project of many miles of irrigation canals 
ənd the Exchequer dam is another sub- 
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ject of current interest that will be given 
space in the coming issue. 


WATCH THE SPARK CONTROL 
BEFORE CRANKING A CAR 

The proper way to crank a car explained 
and illustrated in our April number stated 
that the spark must be retarded before the 
crank is used. 

The lesson this month is around the 
proper setting of the spark. When we 
speak of spark we mean the position or 
point on the quadrant at which the lever 
is set at the time the car is to be started. 
This position varies in different makes of 
cars or trucks due to the peculiar charac- 
teristics of, each individual motor, and it 
is not always the same in each motor of 
the same make. For this reason it becomes 
the duty of each driver to study his car 
and if it is a type that has no starter and 
must be cranked, he must check the timing 
of the ignition. 

'To check the timing of a motor, place 
the spark control lever in retard position, 
then close the ignition switch and slowly 
pull up on the crank. If the motor kicks 
or runs in a reverse direction the spark 
setting is too fast. Fast ignition should 
be reported at once to the foreman who 
will get in touch with the garage where 
the trouble will be corrected. The timing 
of trucks should be checked daily as any 
movement or operation may change the 
timing and affect the spark control. 

Under no condition should a truck be 
cranked while the spark control is in an 
advanced position. 


The RIGHT or retarded position of the spark lever 
when starting trucks of this type. 
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The WRONG or advanced setting of the spark may 
result in painful injury to anyone cranking the truck. 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters’ Noles. 


SAN LUIS OBISPO AND PASO 
ROBLES 
L. M. RIGHETTI, Reporter. 


L. R. Duncan, Sydney Green, Roy Garman 
and several other Fresno men, who slipped in 
and out again, without the writer finding out 
who they were, visited our office in July. 

S. F. Platt, district foreman, spent two weeks’ 
vacation in San Jose. 

L. A. Wilson, ledger clerk, has taken a posi- 
tion on the outside as meter reader and collector. 

Mrs. Edith Perry has accepted a position as 
ledger clerk at the San Luis Obisp® office. We 
are glad to have Edith back again, after an 
absence of three years. We have a hard time 
accustoming ourselves to her name, as we knew 
her better as Edith Drake. 

“Dad” Platt, substation operator, enjoyed a 
two weeks’ vacation in July. Relief Operator 
B. A. Ellis took charge of the substation while 
Dad was away. 

S. B. Patterson was again a visitor in our dis- 
trict. He evidently did not like the weather in 
Fresno as much as he would have us believe. 
We are not bragging, but we have some clim- 
ate over here. 


Harry Sellers, in charge of the gang that is 
building the line to the Hearst Camp above 
San Simeon, has not yet told us how he and 
Mayor Hylan got along while they were both 
visiting at the Hearst Ranch. 

Many of the valley people are enjoying vaca- 
tions on our wonderful beaches. The Coast 
weather this year is exceptionally inviting, as 
we have had no real warm weather. 

D. C. Miller, who has been with the line gang 
up the Coast, is now relieving Paul Vaughn, 
suburban service man. Paul and his wife and 


baby are on their vacation. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Coats, who were married June 
12, are shown here on their honeymoon trip. This 
snap shot was received too late for our last month's 
issue containing the wedding announcement. 
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L. D. Short has returned from a vacation 
spent “mostly bumming," and entertaining 
friends from Chicago. The report was around 
that Mr. Short was working in a bakery. 
Imagine a lineman in a bakery? Come to find 
out, he simply told someone he was loafing. 


Harold Vaughn is without a home. No, his 
wife did not leave him. He hasn't any. But 
Paul took the cook on a vacation, and now 
Harold is “baching.” Harold says he is some 
little cook himself. 


TAFT 


A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 

A. L. Anderson just returned last week from 
a two weeks' vacation spent up in Lake County, 
California. He reports having had a splendid 
time and a good rest. If there is any of the 
gang here who is keen on hiking, Andy can 
recommend parts of Lake County as the place 
to do his stuff. 

G. L. Ingersoll spent a week's vacation at 
his brother Bob's place in Long Beach. Bob 
Ingersoll was formerly an employee of San Joa- 
quin Power in the Midway District. Gale re- 
ports that Bob is in charge of the office for the 
Southern Counties Gas Company at Seal Beach 
and is getting along fine. 

Dewey Carpenter is our new employee and 
we are glad to welcome him to our ranks. This 
is Dewey's first electrical work. He is helping 
Gale Ingersoll on the service wagon and is 
making splendid progress. 

D. D. Dodson, line foreman, is kept very busy 
hustling the new street lights in Taft. It is 
expected that this work will be finished in the 
very near future and then Taft will be all lit 
up like a country fair. 

Frank Howard has his gang building a new 
line to furnish power to the Formax Oil Com- 
pany near Crocker Springs. This drilling rig 
will be located out of proven oil territory and 
is a wildcat venture. It is hoped that the For- 
max will discover a good paying sand in this 
district. Their total electrical installation is 75 
horsepower. Construction of this line will be 
completed August 6. 

Buford Babbs was a visitor from the main 
office. Babbs is inspecting the rebuilding as 
well as new construction work. in compliance 
with General Order 64. 

Eddie Ingersoll, new district foreman, expects 
to take a much needed vacation and will leave 
August 16 for Long Beach. He expects to motor 
back by way of San Jose and down the valley. 

C. Bickerdike (King Tut) just celebrated his 
62d birthday on July 31. (We wonder what 
was included in the event.) We sincerely wish 
him many more happy birthdays. 

H. N. Kalb was here testing the telephone 
from Bakersfield to Taft. Eddie says he didn’t 
find the bugs. 
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C. F. Gilcrest and A. R. Johnson were heré 
checking up on the masters meters in Midway 
District. 

Other visitors from Fresno during July were 
H. N. Carroll, A. M. Frost, Frank A. Easton 
and C. W. Hughett. 

= Elva Griffen, consumers’ 
clerk, expects to leave on her 
vacation at the Southern 
Beaches on August 18. Her 
parents will arrive from the 
East and will be with her in 
the south. Don’t forget to 
take that nifty looking bath- 
ing suit, Elva. 

Katherine Keen, our con- 
genial stenographer, spent 
the week-end at Long Beach 
with some Modesto friends. 
Katherine's mother is staying at Long Beach 
for the summer, which makes it very convenient, 
we would say. 


TULE RIVER POWER HOUSE 
MICHAEL Murpny, Reporter. 


Adis O'Connor, formerly with the Edison 
Company, has arrived at Tule to take the posi- 
tion left vacant by Ernest Northrop. 

Harry Minor made his usual summer visit to 
Tule. Of course, we were all glad to see him. 

Kenneth Jones, who has worked with us for 
several months, left the employ of the company 
to take a position as fire patrolman for the 
summer. 

F. R. McGeorge made a trip to visit his par- 
ents for a few days. 

E. A. Quinn and party spent a couple of days 
at the summer camp on the Doyle ranch. 

On the Fourth of July a fire broke out which 
threatened to destroy the huge redwoods in 
Balch Park. After three days of hard work the 
fire was put out. 

S. B. Patterson was here for several days 
taking inventory. This was Mr. Patterson’s 
first trip up this way, and the boys are all 
sincere in wishing him a speedy return. 

Operator J. R. White and family spent a 
seven-day vacation in Fresno. 

On July 24 the Speed-wagon used by the 
Camp Nelson summer resort caught fire about 
one-half mile above here. The gasoline tank 
exploded and set fire to the brush along the 
road resulting in a hurry call for the rangers. 
About twenty fire fighters were summoned and 
the fire was soon under control. 

Mrs. Olive Nelson visited at the home of F. R. 
McGeorge for several days this month. This 
was Mrs. Nelson's first visit to Tule in a num- 
ber of years and she complimented us very 
highly on the improvement in the appearance 
of the camp. Upon leaving here she went to 
Hollywood where she will make her future 
home. 

We received a letter from E. A. Quinn in 
July asking us to do our best to add to our 
stock sales total. Two of the boys answered 
the letter that same day by sending in several 
stock subscriptions. 
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Mayor Tobias and J. $. Sheppard of Porter- 
ville stopped here for an hour or two to get 
acquainted with the boys. 

Another old friend who paid us a visit this 
month is “Doc” Radford of Porterville. “Doc” 
is so busy selling Buick cars that he doesn’t get 
much time to go calling but when he does get 
around we always give him the keys to the 
place. 

Once again all the beautiful flowers at the 
home of S. L. Birkhead are in full bloom and 
as usual this very attravtive spot on the Doyle 
ranch is receiving many visitors. Each year 
Mr. Birkhead adds something new and there 
seems to be no limit to the variety of flowers. 

C. E. Schnell and family stopped at Tule on 
their way to the Doyle Ranch for a week’s visit. 
While here Mr. Schnell and F. R. McGeorge 
made a trip to the head of main Tule River 
and from there to the summit of Mt. Maggie, 
looking over water conditions. The trip was 
made on horseback, and, though Mr. Schnell 
left for Fresno without complaining, Mack 
declares the dog is man’s best friend because a 
fellow doesn't have to ride him. 

'The Springville Amusement Club journeyed 
to our camp on the 27th and gave our new 
dance floor its first real use. A picnic supper 
was also on the program. 


SAN JOAQUIN 
VELMA Price, Reporter. 


P. G. Slingsby, our district foreman, has 
returned from his vacation, spent touring the 
northern part of the state. 

Golf seems to be center of attraction in San 
Joaquin. J. B. Turner, our chief clerk, has 
broken the record, probably due to his new golf 
shoes. 

J. B. Carter from the sales department was 
here on the 25th. Jack related many incidents 
which occured 13 years ago, when only 9 per- 
sons were employed by the company. 

Among the outsiders present at the First Aid 
meeting, Thursday evening, July 24, were Dr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Mordoff and A. R. Johnson. 

H. Brandin has been pestering us again for 
the last week. 

E. R. Banks called the 22nd. 

We just can’t understand how business is 
going on without our clerk, I. Johnson, who is 
taking his vacation in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 

Mrs. Olsen (formerly Elsie Boline) is with us 
again. She has been away since her marriage 
a year ago. 

J. B. Turner has been coming to the office 
looking very lank and pale. The reason why? 
He has been doing his own cooking since Sun- 
day, when he took his wife and J. B. Junior to 
General Grant Park for a week. 

A. M. Frost made an excellent talk at the 
San Joaquin Chamber of Commerce meeting on 
July 28. His subject was “The Relation of 
Good Roads to Commercial Development,” and 
was well received by those present. 
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Case & HENDERSON, Reporters. 


The editorial on the Selma District states 
that “Selma is too big to permit more than a 
brushing in of high lights in a single issue of 
the magazine.” Now we are well pleased with 
the generalities covered, but why delay with 
details? One detail we are especially interested 
in is where do those front cover girls live? 


In our magazine last month 53 members of 
the Selma organization were pictured. We 
were proud of that bunch and regret that 14 
men have left us on account of the decrease in 
the number of construction orders due to the 
power shortage. Those men had been with us 
during the past 20 months’ activity. We miss 
them and we hope to see them back with us 
some day. May good fortune follow them 
through future occupations. 

Miss Glenn Jarnagin returned on Monday, 
July 28, from a two weeks’ vacation during 
which time she has been lost to us. She is 
giving out no information regarding her 
absence. 

Warren Lewis left us on August 1 after a 
few months’ visit. His cornet gained for him 
a place in the Radio concert while here, and 
now carries him to college. He will enter the 
University of California in August to specialize 
in music. 

Elsie Nelson, who was one of the Selma 
organization during 1919 and 1922, spent a few 
days of the past month with us. She used her 
old initials of E. C. N. on service tags but she 
signed the payroll “Elsie Nystrom.” 

“Jess” Portnell, veteran pilot of the Gas 
Works and oldest employee in length of service, 
was transferred July 9 to the Buttonwillow 
Steam Plant. 
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Home of George C. Aydelott, one of the show places in the Hanford-Laton district. 


country residence is electrically equipped. 
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One of the showplaces on the Laton-Hanford 
Highway is the home of Geo. C. Aydelott, about 
a mile from the old Kingston settlement on the 
Kings river. This home is not only one of the 
most beautiful examples of colonial architecture 
in the state, but is also one of the most modern 
from an electrical viewpoint. Modern and 
artistic lighting fixtures in keeping with the 
design of the house are conveniently placed in 
every room and hall of the residence. A mod- 
ern electric range and hot water heaters are 
a part of the equipment. The water sys- 
tem is electrically pumped into a pressure tank 
which supplies irrigation for the lawn and land- 
scape gardening and provides fire protection to 
the home. Mr. Aydelott is president of the Han- 
ford Ice Company and is also interested in ex- 
perimental farming to develop new and better 
methods of agriculture in his section. 


LOS BANOS 
E. A. TRANT, Reporter. 


District Manager Thos. Hancock and family 
spent July 4 at Pacific Grove. T. H. took along 
his dark glasses. 

L. B. Flinn, chief clerk, enjoyed the sea 
breezes—and other things—at Santa Cruz the 
Fourth. 

T. H. Hancock was in Fresno July 2 on busi- 
ness. 

Mrs. Eva Ellis, our stenographer, and her 
husband, who happens to be our truck driver, 
spent Sunday, July 6, in San Jose. 

Hugh Staley, line foreman, was in Santa 
Cruz over the Fourth and liked it so well that 
he remained a few days. 

A. N. Bentley has been transferred to this 
district as service man. 

J. Deluchi, meter reader, has left for the 
mountains for a few weeks’ rest. His place 
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has been filled by E. A. Trant, formerly 

accountant clerk. Trant says that in a short 

time he is going to be able to break all records 

for the high jump, all due to some over-friendly 
ogs. 

Lola McDougall, consumers’ clerk, returned 
from a weeks’ vacation, part of which was 
spent at Santa Cruz. 

M. P. Lohse of the sales department enjoyed 
the Fourth at Los Banos-by-the-sea. Glad to 
see you, Molly, come again. 

District Manager W. E. Whittington and 
Metta Odell of Coalinga were recent visitors 
at our office. 

R. Bafuna, lineman, took a couple of days off 
on the Fourth of July and toured the state of 
California. 

C. Schubert, lineman, spent the Fourth at 
Turlock picking melons. 

E. J. Prien, storekeeper, just returned from 
his vacation. Ernie says the scenery and fish- 
ing in Oregon is fine, but from all reports we 
doubt if he had much time to enjoy either. We 
think there were other attractions that he en- 
joyed more. 

W. P. Anderson of the inspection department, 
H. Brandin of the supplies division and Frank 
Suters, traveling auditor, were’ with us for a 
few days this month. 

Among the visitors from Fresno this month 
were F. V. Boller, S. B. Patterson, Jack Carter 
and Molly Lohse. 


MADERA 
Mary DECHAINE, Reporter. 


On July 28, a stranger walked into our office 
and brazenly made himself at home at our 
assistant district manager’s desk—but not for 
long. We mean he was not a stranger for long 
because closer inspection revealed to us that it 
was none other than our own “Beau Brummel" 
George Footman disguised with a new coiffure 
and a very becoming coat of tan. ‘These two 
additions to his appearance were made during 
his vacation which he spent in Santa Cruz and 
other coast points with his wife and little daugh- 
ter Aileen. We haven’t quite made up our 
minds yet as to whether we like his hair parted 
in the middle or not. 

The smiling young 
lady pictured here is 
Miss Millie V. Gor- 
don, who is our draft- 
ing artist and makes 
some of the prettiest 
maps this side of the 
Mississippi River. 
Upon her return from 
her vacation on July 
21, a portion of which 
she donated to the 
mountains — Central 
Camp to be exact— 
and the remainder to 
Santa Cruz, we noticed 
that one of her fingers (guess which one) was 
significantly flaunting a beautiful diamond ring. 
Close upon the heels of this event, came the 
announcement of her engagement to Roy Car- 
penter at a pretty bridge party at the home of 


Millie V. Gordon, 
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Miss Virginia Knowles. Miss Gordon was 
presented with a beautiful guest prize. 


Al Mulkey, our patrolman, and his wife spent 
an enjoyable week, ending July 14, motoring to 
different coast points. They made the trip in 
their trusty Ford coupe. While we are on the 
subject, we might just as well tell a “wild” story 
on Al. While he and Ed Scott were patrolling 
the line near Knowles Quarry on July 31, he 
(Al) stepped into a bush and incidentally on 
the tail of a very wild cat which happened to 
be enjoying a snooze. Al says the cat became 
quite outraged and set up a mighty howl and 
that after giving him a nasty look it ran away. 
Ed, however, tells a conflicting story, “The 
minute Al knew he had stepped on the tail of 
something, he started to go the other way and 
the cat followed.” Luckily nothing serious hap- 
pened excepting that somewhere near Knowles 
Quarry, a wild cat may be nursing its wounded 
feelings and tail. We sincerely hope that Al 
and the cat do not have another meeting. 


One of the most successful events of the season 
was the benefit dance given by the Madera 
Kilowatt Club on July 19 at the new Constanza 
Packing house. Much of the success can be 
attributed to Earl McCrory, our energetic presi- 
dent. A large crowd attended the dance. A.N. 
Dillingham, Fresno jeweler, contributed a beau- 
tiful silver loving cup as a prize which was 
won by the prize waltzers, Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Sunia. The proceeds of the dance are to go 
towards purchasing a headstone for the grave 
of Edward Brown, San Joaquin Power employee, 
who met with a fatal accident April 5. 


We know now what a “radio bug” is. Earl 
McCrory is one. He and Mrs. McCrory, as 
delegates from Madera, attended the American 
Legion Convention held at Santa Cruz and it 
is said that Earl wouldn’t go without his radio. 
He went to the convention, which lasted from 
August 4 to August 11, which means that the 
radio went with him. Mr. and Mrs. McCrory 
report a very pleasant and interesting journey. 

E. D. Shields, our Chowchilla representative, 
paid us a flying visit on July 28. 

H. G. Trethewey, assistant district foreman, 
and his family motored to Los Angeles for a 
two weeks’ vacation, ending August 3. Mr. 
Trethewey is now back at his desk, "rarin' to 
go." 

Two new cars have found their way into our 
yard the last month. One, a Ford roadster, is 
very much under the thumb of B. H. Catching, 
district foreman and the other, a spiffy new 
Dodge Coupe, claims to belong to Edna Lewis. 

Mary DeChaine spent her vacation from July 
14 to 28, in a hot part of the country, Visalia. 
Heat or no heat, she had a good time. 

Jack Carter and Frank Suters paid us a very 
short visit on August 1. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Crawford were charivar- 
ied on August 2 at their home on 124 South Lake 
Street by a large group of S. J. L. & P. Corp'n. 
and Telephone Company employees. Strange to 
say, Ross and Phyllis were expecting us and 
we haven't found out yet who let the cat out of 
the bag. Lunch and watermelons were enjoyed 
at a late hour at which time a beautiful electric 
toaster was presented to the newlyweds. 
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R. CAMPBELL, Reporter. 


On the evening of July 23, the Midland Power 
Club held a weinie bake at the Steam Plant at 
Betteravia at which about 50 people were 
` present. Games and 
other features helped 
to make the evening 
pass only too quickly. 
One of the stratling 
events of the evening 
was a splash in the 
lake and it was found 
upon 
that H. J. Kruslock, 
who had been fishing, had captured a whale 
which had pulled him overboard. However, 
he was finally rescued, and the evening passed 
with no other casualties. 

Clifford Wylie is the latest one in our midst 
to join the Army of Matrimony. His marriage 
to Miss Laura Silveria took place in San Luis 
Obispo, Thursday, July 24. The couple left 
immediately for San Francisco and from there 
will go to San Joaquin Valley for a week. 

Miss Catherine Todd has returned safely 
-from a vacation spent in Yosemite Valley and 
Los Angeles, “Katie” reports a wonderful time 
and some wonderful hikes—in fact she did so 
much of it that she came back almost crippled. 

“Kelley” Tomasini is back on the job again 
after a forced vacation of six weeks which he 
spent in the hospital We hope you have a 
better time next vacation, Kelley. 

W. B. Greeley is back again after spending 
several days in company with the “flu.” We 
are glad to see you back, Mr. Greeley, and hope 
you don’t have to entertain company like that 
again. 


DINUBA 


BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 


Hazen G. Redfern, our District Manager, 
returned June 29, from a vacation spent in 
Omaha and Council Bluffs. Mr. Redfern at- 
tended the National Convention of Lions at 
Omaha as a delegate from the local den. He 
reports that he encountered much rain and 
stormy weather while away. The Dinuba office 
was pleased to see Mr. Redfern's smiling face 
back on the job. 

Others who were away on vacations this 
month are: Mrs. Henriksen, Mrs. Schofield, 
Miss Powers, Walter Warren, Walter Leedy 
and Howard Magee. All reported a very good 
time, and are looking forward to their next 
year's vacation. 

The new warehouse and storeroom, just com- 
pleted on M Street, now is stocked with material 
and supplies from the old storeroom and cross- 
arm yard. This new building is presided over 
by Major-domo Steve Ontko. 

We of the Dinuba District take this oppor- 
tunity to congratulate Mr. Howard H. Young 
on his promotion to the position of District 
Manager of the Selma District. His tireless 
efforts and loyalty to the company and its con- 
sumers have won many friends. I believe we 
are correct in assuming that Mr. Young started 
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his career with this company as understudy to 
the District Storekeeper. 

The geographical location of Selma and 
Dinuba and the fact that they are the two best 
districts on the system, justifies our taking 
special pride in the achievements of Mr. Young 
and his district. (Readers please note that we 
have generously acknowledged Selma District 
as our peer, as friendship and modesty de- 
manded it. It was necessary however, to con- 
cede a few points to them,—but why state the 
obvious?) 

During the month of July the following 
visited the Dinuba District; J. H. Wainscoat, 
J. E. DeGroot, E. R. Banks, and S. B. Patterson 
of Fresno, W. H. Case, and Howard Young of 
Selma and Wilbur A. Macy of Coalinga. It 
was a great pleasure to have all of them with 
us and we hope that they will call again soon. 

Frank Suters, traveling auditor for the com- 
pany, was with us two weeks during this month. 
Frank is always welcome in the Dinuba Dis- 
trict and we hope that he will make his visits 
more frequent. 

Mrs. Della Hicks of Tucson, Arizona, has 
accepted a position as clerk in our consumers' 
department. 

Joe Little and Harry Graves are certainly 
proud. Joe has just purchased a Willys-Knight 
car and Harry another Nash. We might state 
that up to the present time they have not offered 
any of us a ride. 


BAKERSFIELD 
J. A. Ware, Reporter. 
AMONG OURSELVES 
Gene McClain was a recent Bakersfield 
visitor. This is Gene’s first visit since she left 
us and raisins certainly agree with her! 
The San Joaquin girls gave a miscellaneous 


A vacation took John 
Artie Ware, 


ď To forget all his worries 
and care. 
But the climate he 
chose, 
„Je Was so cool he "most 
1 froze. 


And a week brought him 
back in despair. 
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shower in honor of Dot Ponton, who became the 
bride of Frank Blair of Santa Monica on July 
29. The shower took place at a picnic dinner 
held at Beale Park after which all motored to 
the Standard Plunge for a dip, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Dot has been with 
the company for over a year and we all regret 
that she is leaving us. She was presented with 
a waffle iron from the men of this district and 
we all wish her much happiness! 

Among the visitors from the general office 
during the past month were the following: 
M. P. Lohse, F. V. Boller, Jack Frost, C. W. 
Hughett, H. N. Carroll, E. A. Quinn, G. S. 
Jacobs and L. O. Wolcott. 

Alberta Leach has returned from her trip to 
Lake Tahoe, Yosemite and intermediate points. 

Thelma Smith is having a hard old struggle 
with the eight-hour law after being in Los 
Angeles, San Jose and Santa Cruz. 

Ella Binger and Nena Hoagland say "There's 
nothing like Hine's Honey and Almond Cream 
for that school girl complexion." They just 
returned from the beach, so ought to know. 

LOST—in Bakersfield—ten pounds belonging 
to Jeannette Marvin. This party is unable to 
state just where she lost them, but recently 
missed them during her mother's absence, while 
doing housework. 

The many friends of J. P. Ransome Minner, 
more familiarly known as “Ray,” of the account- 
ing department, have received announcements 
of his wedding, August 14, to Miss Mary Elma 
Berry, of Newton, Kansas, which took place at 
the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. 
Minner. The bride was attended by Miss May- 
belle Minner as bridesmaid. Wallace Jones 
was best man and caught the bride’s bouquet; 
looks like another wedding in the consumers’ 
department. After a motor trip to Lake Tahoe, 
Mr. and Mrs. Minner will be at home to their 
friends at 1711 Blanche Street. 

In the fall of 1920, Richard C. Barnes left 
the sagebrush state of Nevada between two 
suns, with the sheriff hot on his trail. When 
little Richard left his old home, he left with 
absolutely nothing, not even shoes. Now he is 
going back on a visit, taking his wife and small 
son, Richard the Second. He expects to make 
the trip in his 4-90. Four days on the road and 
ninety in the shop. Richard is making great 
preparations and is hoping they are doing the 
same. The fatted calf is the topic of his dis- 


cussions..... we all wish him success. 


| 
| 
| 
|] 


Dick was prepared to spend some time on the road, 


Google 


25 


AROUND THE B. & K. RAILWAY 

Chas. A. Moren, night inspector, returned 
July 26 from an outing at Pismo. Charles 
looked much the worse for wear, being possessed 
of the several varieties of sunburn common to 
the beach vacationist. However, he feels that 
the trip had its compensations as he had fried 
clams for breakfast, clam chowder for lunch, 
and baked clam for dinner. 'This may account 
for his complaint of the weather being a bit 
clammy. 

Additions to the personnel during the month 
are A. J. Gorzelink, car operator, and R. A. 
Harris, car and bus operator. Both were for- 
merly employed on the B. & K. in the same 
capacities. 

Jim Cooper, bus driver, who resigned early 
in the month, was one of the favored few who 
were drafted to fight forest fires in the Green- 
horn Mountain District. After his release from 
fire fighting, he accepted employment with the 
Pioneer Dye Works. 

W. V. Shaul, railway cashier, tried his hand 
at deep sea fishing at Avila, July 12 and 13. 
He reports that he is a better fisherman than a 
sailor, particularly if it happens to be a small 
boat and rough weather. He recovered suffi- 
ciently, however, to drive home. 

B. & K. car operators are co-operating in the 
conservation of power in every way possible 
with the result that from 3,500 to 4,000 kilo- 
watts will be conserved each month. 

MIDWAY STEAM PLANT 

“Deepwater Bill" Heinbach always wears a 
smile, but on Saturday, July 20, it had so 
broadened and deepened that acquaintances 
inquired as to the cause. Heinie replied “It’s a 
girl.” The little lady weighed seven pounds 
and has been named Barbara Louise. 

A very interesting cooking demonstration was 
given on July 29 by G. A. Garrard, salesman 
for the Wear Ever Aluminum Company. Mrs. 
G. Z. Ogden was kind enough to donate the 
use of her home. 

BAKERSFIELD STEAM PLANT 

Among the July vacationists from the Bakers- 
field Steam Plant are: H. C. Bixler, J. H. Mil- 
ler, C. H. Graves, Ora Scism, J. Copher and 
T. N. Harbert. ^ 

C. T. Copper, chief clerk for A. Y. Meudell, 
expects to spend a week of August in San Diego 
and Tiajuana, Mexico. He will be accompan- 
ied by H. E. McNamee of the Kern Canyon 
Plant. 


A desire to see the names of our gang in print 

Is the reason this agony was composed and sent. 

Shall we give Glenn Clark the razz? Is it his 
fault or not 

We never hear about the boys who grind out 
the kilowatt. 

All the other departments have their little news, 

But Bakersfield Steam Plant you'd think was 
in a snooze. 

We hear about the office girls and we like to 
read it too, 

But we have our parties and picnics even as 
they and you. 

Fireman Fulton lost his freedom but we didn't 
read of it, 
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But Dan's a happy benedict and so he doesn't 
care a bit. 

Engineer Elliott and family their new Nash 
car drove 

To San Francisco, Santa Cruz, Monterey and 
Pacific Grove, 

Pismo, Santa Barbara and then to old L. A. 

And back home along the ridge route, happy 
all the way. 

Johnny Nelson, engineer, said he didn't care 

So spent a fortnight resting in the dentist's 
chair. 

John Henry Miller and his wife, so they say 

Drove to Pismo Beach for a two week's stay. 

Now Engineer Hart can hardly wait to take 


his turn, 

He has a new Sport Chevrolet and lots of gas 
to burn. 

Tommy’s losing weight, he believes he is about 
to roast, 

And longs to take his family to ramble up the 
coast. 

Alex Burgess vanished, he was two weeks out 
of sight, 

But where Alex went, he's kept to himself, 
all right. 

Joe Fauvre, screen tender, had his vacation, by 
the way, 


He spent bis two weeks visiting friends in San 


Jose. 
We think, Mr. Editor, this is all the news to 


date. 
Maybe too much, and this will likely get the 

gate. 
(Note: Don't blame Johnny Ware for the 


poetry. He didn't do it. It came into this office 
unsigned.—Editor.) 


BETTERAVIA STEAM PLANT 
WM. McEL.LIGOTT, Reporter. 


We are glad to have so many visitors make 
Betteravia a stopping place while traveling in 
our direction. During July thirty-three names 
were placed on our visitors! register, coming 
from many sections of the state. These little 
calls create a friendly feeling and in many cases 
give us an opportunitv for an exchange of ideas 
that may result beneficially to the visitors and 
the visited. Come again. 

Old Betteravia is running to capacity night 
and day grinding out kilowatt hours at the rate 
of about a million a month. Not so bad for a 
little 3,300 horsepower "teakettle." 


KERCKHOFF POIFER HOUSE 
CLypE W. Hart, Reporter. 
Kerckhoff Power House has had a great many 
visitors during the month of July and each one 
seemed to enjoy the time spent here. We are 
always glad to show anyone who calls every- 

thing of interest. 

The swimming pool has been remodeled this 
summer and is a very popular place. We have 
had many pleasant times there during the warm 
weather this season. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Goldsworthy have gone 
away for two weeks. They expect to loaf in 
Yosemite, Tahoe, and Mono Lake resorts. 
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Everyone in camp attended the farewell party 
given Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kelty the night 
before they left Kerckhoff. They were going 
to drive through to Boston, where Mr. Kelty is 
to attend Boston Polytechnical School. They 
have many friends in this district who will miss 
them. 

L. L. Miller spent four days in San Jose this 
month. He says the climate there is fine but 
tells very little of what happened in the fine 
climate to make it seem so fine. 

The latest addition to Kerckhoff powerhouse 
is a water driven oil pump on the governor 
system. This new equipment is an auxiliary to 
maintain the oil pressure in the governor in case 
of break down. 

In the past few weeks four new cars have 
appeared in camp. B. H. Casebolt started 
things off right with a new Ford coupe, followed 
by Walter Hensley, Frank McFarland and C. 
W. Hart. 

K. G. Brandson and wife, formerly of Cas- 
cada, are living in the house left vacant by the 
Keltys. They say that Kerckhoff is a fine place 
to live. And we can’t help but agree with them. 

Robert Orr and family spent two weeks in 
Oregon with Mr. Orr’s parents. They reported 
a very pleasant vacation. Orr took the relief 
operator's position left vacant by Kelty. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Carter and little son 
Jack spent their vacation in Utah. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Graham just returned 
from a few days stay at Power House No. 2 
and Crane Valley. 


FRESNO 
G. L. Van Buren, Reporter. 
FRESNO DISTRICT OFFICE 


Loris Auld was again called to Seattle dur- 
ing the month to be at the bedside of his mother, 
who passed away a few days after his arrival. 
His many friends extend their deepest sympa- 
thies to him in his loss. 

G. J. Twigg accompanied Loris Auld on his 
trip which was made in very fast time. They 
drove through from Fresno to Seattle, stopping 
only for meals. 

Juliet Warner left her position in the con- 
sumers’ department to go to San Francisco. 
The ladies of this department presented her 
with a gold fountain pen as a reminder that 
they will expect a line or two from her occas- 
ionally. 

The month showed only two new recruits on 
the roster of the consumers' department. They 
are Miss Corraleigh Boyte and Mrs. Mabel 
Smith. Miss Boyte was formerly with the 
Casner Drug Company and Mrs. Smith was 
with the Fuller Paint Company. 

Mrs. Wm. Jacobs is again among us after a 
99.44 per cent complete recovery from an opera- 
tion. Whatever else was done, it had no effect 
on her pleasant smile. 

Gladys Moffatt has taken her annual rest 
from her secretarial duties for Paul Wilson. 
She spent her vacation hither and yon, partly 
hither but mostly yon. 

A rather strange accident met with Mrs. 
Marie Turner a few days ago. In attempting 
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to go through the the elevator door, she either 
went through before the door was open, or the 
door was closed before she got through. At 
any rate, there was a collision, in which severe 
damages were not received by the door. Gen- 
erous applications of sticky tape and dope have 
put Mrs. Turner in good condition. 

Dorothy Vogler and Elsie Geiger have left 
for a vacation in Big Basin. 

The vacation list at the present time stands 
just about as follows: Ruby Marly, Mrs. Norine 
Samuelson, Helen Macon, Jim Gleason, L. S. 
Headley, Margaret Sears, Clinton Russ Wor- 
den, P. B. Wilson, Tom Smith, etc., etc., too 
numerous to mention. The exact locations as 
to where these various vacators will vacate to 
are not definitely known. 

Mrs. Fletcher Easton has returned from Min- 
nesota where she accompanied her husband 
who underwent an operation at the Mayo 
Brothers hospital. The operation was a com- 
pete success and Fletcher is well on the way to 
recovery. 

We note in a recent issue of this magazine 
that H. H. Young has been relieved of his 
duties as war correspondent by Messrs. Hender- 
son and Case. We desire to congratulate Mr. 
Young, not only on his relief, but on account 
of the fact that he was doing the job that it 
now takes two people to do. 


MAIN OFFICE 


E. R. and Mrs. Flentje left the employ of the 
company in July, moving to San Francisco. 
Flentje was a member of the draughting depart- 
ment while Mrs. Flentje was nurse in the 
medical department. 

Miss Helen Greeman, formerly of Chicago, 
has taken Mrs. Flentje's place in the medical 
department. Miss Greeman is a graduate of 
the Englewood School of Nursing in Chicago in 
the class of 1917. During the war, Miss Gree- 
man spent seven months as nurse at Camp 
Dodge, Iowa, and nine months in France. She 
came to California in October, 1923. 

Naomi Mand of the job and estimate depart- 
ment left the company on August 14 to resume 
her studies in the School of Letters and Science 
of the University of California. 

R. W. Lingle, load dispatcher, is the proud 
father of a baby girl. The young lady arrived 
July 30 and will be known as Miss Cleo. 

Mrs. Ethel Kelley of the stenographic depart- 
ment was absent from the office for several 
days on account of illness. 

Vacation seems to be the topic of the day. 
'The following people are or have been at the 
following places this month: Mattie W. Tur- 
ner, Crane Valley; Pearl Ellithorpe, San Diego; 
Nell Scanlon, Modesto and Los Angeles; 
Virgil Mathews, Santa Cruz; E. K. Baum, 
Nebraska; Mel Fowler, Capitola; A. S. Rough- 
ton, Eureka; Mae Booten, Long Beach; Bob 
Dunkle, Oakland; Lloyd Henley, Oakland; Bill 
Walker, Blue Lakes, Lake County; Al Parsell, 
with Bill Walker; Jean Peterson, Dinkey Creek; 
Elizabeth Randol, Carmel-by-the-Sea, San Fran- 
cisco; F. V. Boller, Fresno. 

Of course, there were many others who were 
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away, but they were so modest and retiring 
about it that we didn’t get their names. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Quinlivan and son, 
Donald, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Hine and Mr. and 
Mrs. Marion Ballard 
returned July 29 from 
a camping trip 
through Oregon and 
into Washington. 
They went north over 
the Valley route, 
camping at various 
places in Northern 
California and Ore- 
gon, spent several 
days in Portland, and 
went as far north as 
Vancouver, Washing- 
ton. They came back 
over the Coast Route, 
seeing some very 
beautiful scenery but 
finding the roads in 
They were all back on the job 


bad condition. 
Monday morning, tired but happy, with numer- 
ous pictures to confirm the stories they tell. 
Sidney Phillips is the new office boy in the 
publicity department, taking the place of Ralph 
stores 


Hamlin, who was transferred to the 
department. 

Three of the best 
known and most popu- 
lar in the Fresno office 
were married recently. 
Rosalie Van Bezel of 
the mailing department 
converted her vacation 
into a honeymoon by 
becoming ,the bride of 
William Schmidt of 
Fresno on July 19. The 
honeymoon was spent in 
Santa Cruz and San 
Francisco. The ac- 
companying snapshot 
shows how the gang 
decorated Rosalie’s 
desk. 

Bessie Foote, tele- 
phone supervisor, and 
Milton Olender of this 
city were quietly married in Madera on July 
26. Their honeymoon was also spent in San 
Francisco. They had planned to keep the mat- 
ter a secret but the information soon leaked out. 

Matrimony seems to be catching in the tele- 
phone department. Lucile Walker, operator, 
and Walter Kullrich of the telephone construc- 
tion department were married in Fresno, 
August 9, leaving immediately for a visit to 
Olympia, Washington. 


SUPPLIES DIVISION 
O. M. Simpson, Reporter. 
GENERAL WAREHOUSE 


S. B. Patterson and W. G. Sullivan spent a 
few days at Kerckhoff and Crane Valley over- 
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seeing the moving of supplies to the general 
warehouse in Fresno. 

C. P. Baldwin has returned from a two weeks’ 
vacation spent in Los Angeles. 

W. Y. Bibb of the storeroom and H. H. 
Rogers of the Valley Electrical Supply Company 
are spending their vacations in Northern Cali- 
fornia. 

S. R. Doane of the general warehouse was on 
sick leave for several days in July. 


STATIONERY DEPARTMENT 

Louis Shenson of the stationery department 
left the employ of the company to go into busi- 
ness with his father. We wish Louis the best of 
success. 

Ralph Hamlin, formerly with the publicity 
department, is filling the place left by Louis 
Shenson. 

Bob and Mrs. Martin spent the week-end of 
the Fourth of July with Martin's folks in 
Pomona. 

PRINTING OFFICE 

Jesse T. Hornbeck spent his vacation in the 
mountains, hunting and fishing. All that he 
brought back were a coat of tan and a little 
added weight. 

Oliver Coppin has returned from his vacation 
spent at Long Beach and Tiajuana, Mexico. 
Red pronounced refreshments at Tiajuana atro- 
cious and expensive. Red is leaving soon to 
enter training for the National Guards at Mon- 
terey. He doesn't class this as a vacation, how- 
ever. 

Eddie and Mrs. Hanson spent a part of 
Eddie's two weeks' vacation in the Bay regions. 
He was seen in Fresno the rest of the time so 
probably he finished up all the odd jobs Marie 
had laid aside for him to do. 

STORES DEPARTMENT 

Sam Davidson spent a very pleasant vaca- 
tion this year. When he returned to work all 
the windows in Sam's house had new screens 
on them, the lawn was in first class condi- 
tion, and the garage door hung on new hinges. 

Mrs. S. Blasingame is with us again after a 
couple of weeks spent in the Bay region. Sophie 
declares she had a wonderful time in the city 
but nearly froze to death, Friend Husband hav- 
ing persuaded her to leave her coat in Fresno. 

H. J. Clinch came back from his vacation 
with cheeks of tan, which told that he had been 
enjoying the cool breezes and basking in the 
sun at Long Beach. 

Myrtle Isaacson is helping us out with comp- 
tometer work this month. 

L. A. Wilson is back on the old grind after 
a couple of weeks off. He came back with the 
same old stores' department grin on his face. 

Florence App can again be heard at her desk. 
She reports having had a wonderful time dur- 
ing her two weeks of what she calls rest. 

W. G. Parks has also come back home. His 
cheeks seem more rosy and he has been dis- 
playing a little more pep than usual lately. 

Orville Moore and Miss Irene Agee were 
quietly married in San Francisco on June 15. 
After a two weeks’ honoyemoon, they are back 
receiving the congratulations of their many 
friends. The stores department join in wishing 
them much happiness. 
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OPERATING DEPARTMENT 
BEvERLY OSBORNE, Reporter. 


Jack Petty, formerly of the Valley Electric 
Service Department, will work out of Mr. Hens- 
ley's office hereafter as range and water heater 
serviceman. 

A. R. Malsbary took time off to go to his 
father's ranch south of Fresno, for a month's 
visit, during which time he made a pleasure 
trip to Huntington Lake. He is back on the 
job now. 

Dan Quinlivan is 
back from his vacation 
an enthusiastic admirer 
of the Oregon country. 
His stories gave the 
“wandering fever” to 
George Taaffe who 
plans to visit Crater 
Lake when he takes his 
vacation. We doubted 
the tales Dan had to 
tell of the fish he 
caught while on his 
vacation. In support of 
the truth, he produced a 
picture of himself with 
a bunch of other fish. 

Florence McDonald 
Clanton, formerly of the 
district foreman's office 
; force, has a baby boy. 
" Cr Dan Quinlivan went out 

; to see the baby and 
came back to the office grinning from ear to ear. 
He informed us that Florence named her son 
for him. 


MADERA DISTRICT 


J. E. Barrett, District Manager 


Conditions in the Madera district are con- 
siderably improved due to the movement of 
fruit which started about the 15th of July. 
Several new packing houses have been built 
and are now in operation, both in Madera and 
on sidings near here. These packing houses 
will facilitate the movement of fresh fruit and 
the payrolls that will be forthcoming will add 
materially to the prosperity of the town. 

Reports from the Southern Pacific freight 
depot in Madera show that shipment has been 
made during July of 65 carloads of peaches, 
7 carloads of mixed fruits, 2 carloads of plums, 
6 carloads of grapes, and 47 carloads of water- 
melons. This does not include shipments made 
on the Santa Fe nor from the shipping points 
at Chowchilla, Berenda, Borden and Irrigosa. 
In addition to the fruit shipments, a carload of 
“fancy pack” garlic was shipped to Chicago 
markets, where it brought a very good price, 
about twelve cents a pound. Garlic is a com- 
paratively new product of the district. There 
is a shipper of this vegetable in Madera, who 
owns a packing house here, and who at the 
present time is offering contracts on garlic for 
next year on the basis of four cents a pound, 
delivered to the packing house. Undoubtedly 
this will result in an increase in the acreage 
during the coming year. 
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Cotton continues to attract considarble interest 
in this county. Many of the vines show well- 
formed bolls about the size of a hen’s egg, and 
picking will start about the first of September. 
If the price of cotton remains good, there will 
be a marked increase in acreage next year. 

Seven prospect cards were made out during 
the month, representing 32 horsepower in 
motors, 1 kilowatt in lights, a 3 kilowatt water 
heater, and 14 kilqwatts in ranges. The 
Knowles Quarry of the Raymond Granite Com- 
pany recently received a million and one-half 
dollar contract for granite to be furnished to 
the city of Los Angeles for one of the Civic 
Center buildings. This will, of course, increase 
their load materially and it is understood that 
their engineers are working on a plant lay-out 
for their increased installation. It is hoped 
that, by the time they are ready for their new 
plant, the power shortage will be relieved to 
permit our serving them. 

New business actually connected during the 
month consists of 7 lighting consumers, 4 heating 
and cooking consumers, calling for a connected 
load of 28 kilowatts, and five agricultural con- 
sumers with a connected load of 28!% horse- 
power. 

The members of Los Trabajadores Stock 
Sales Team are on the job as usual. During 
July they have sold 27 shares of stock to 18 
new stockholders. 


$4N JOAQUIN DISTRICT 
E. G. STAHL, District Manager. 

"The San Joaguin district, with the exception 
of one small area, continues to have an adeguate 
supply of irrigation water, and all crops, there- 
fore, are in excellent condition. The cotton 
crop, with an acreage three times greater than 
a year ago, is in better condition than it was 
this time last year. The growers are optimistic, 
as there are indications of a very good price. 

Construction work has been started on the 
new cotton gin on the Giffen Ranch, which will 
be completed in time to handle the crop this 
vear. The melon crop at Mendota and on the 
Shindler Ranch has also proved very satisfac- 
tory this year. It is expected that the acreage 
next year will at least be doubled. 

New business for the month of July, 
consisted of 267145 horsepower, as follows: 

Wylie M. Giffen, 100 horsepower for cotton 
gin; Wylie M. Giffen, 75 horsepower for pump- 
ing plant; Frank M. Helm, Inc., 75 horsepower 
pumping plant; Ensher & Alexander, 10 horse- 
power for pumping plant; M. Bekanoff, 77 
horsepower for pumping plant. 

We have applications for 515 horsepower in 
motors on the waiting list at the present time. 
The total of new business to date has equalled 
our new business estimate for the entire year, 
amounting to 1,830 horsepower. 


SELMA DISTRICT 
Howarp H. Youne, District Manager. 
Generally speaking, business conditions for 
July are approximately on the same level as 
last month. Green fruit is moving in good 
shape and bringing, on the whole, fair prices. 
Thompson seedless are netting the grower from 
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$20.00 to $40.00 per ton depending on the 
strength of the market at the time they are 
shipped; while muscats are being sold daily at 
$20.00 a ton cash on delivery. These prices 
foretell better dry fruit prices for this fall, as 
compared with those of last year. 

The report of the Peach Association is very 
encouraging and it is believed we will see a 
steady up-grade tendency in all lines of indus- 
try in the San Joaquin valley in the next few 
months. 

Libby McNeil & Libby Cannery is running 
full blast at the present time. Their payroll 
averages some 600 people now with a weekly 
outlay of $30,000.00. Growers are receiving 
$15.00 and $45.00 a ton for cling peaches, de- 
pending on the quality of the fruit. This com- 
pares very favorably with last year's prices 
and the buying is brisk and steady compared 
to a dull market last year. 

'There has been practically no new building 
of any kind in the Selma District with the excep- 
tion of a few green fruit sheds at Parlier and 
Del Rey. 

Alfalfa and butterfat are still bringing good 
profitable prices to the producer and are the 
best paying lines of agricultural endeavor at 
present in the district. We are serving a large 
number of dairy farms near Riverdale with 
lights and power and the prospective field in 
this section of our territory is only scratched. 
The Riverside Co-operative Creamery that 
started with a 10-horsepower motor eight years 
ago, due to the sales endeavor of Jack Frost, 
now have 130 horsepower installed and they 
plan to add 30 horsepower more this fall. This 
reflects to some extent the growth of the dairy 
business in this section of the country. 

Due to the curtailment of power service by 
the state Power Supervisor, only six new con- 
sumers for power service were served during 
July, the meters being set on lines that were 
constructed in June. These six consumers total 
5714 horsepower, all of which is used for agri- 
cultural purposes. One electric range was added 
on July 1 at the J. W. Kennedy residence near 
Bowles. It was found necessary to lay off all 
of our construction crews except one, due to the 
impossibility of rendering service to new con- 
sumers. 


LOS BANOS DISTRICT 


Tuos. Hancock, Reporter. 


The crop yield per acre so far this year in 
the Los Banos District has been much larger 
than for the corresponding period last year. If 
we are fortunate in having some early rains 
there will be very little suffering on account of 
shortage of feed among the dairymen. Miller 
and Lux, however, have had to ship in large 
quantities of corn to help feed their vast herds. 
This is principally due to the fact that they were 
not able to irrigate as much land as in previous 
years. 

Business generally has been good, and al- 
though we have been hindered considerably 
owing to the water shortage, nevertheless we 
have connected to our lines during the past 
month a 20-horsepower motor for Miller and 
Lux at South Dos Palos and one 15-horsepower 
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and one three-horsepower motor for the same 
firm at Firebaugh. These motors are to be 
used for elevating and grinding corn. 

We also connected one 7-kilowatt range and 
one 5-kilowatt water heater for Hunt Brothers 
near the city of Gustine. We also served Hunt 
Brothers with lights at two other houses. A 
6-kilowatt range and a 5-kilowatt water heater 
was installed for Thos. Kaljian, Los Banos; a 
6-kilowatt range for George Marshall near 
Gustine; and a 7-kilowatt range and a 3-kilo- 
watt heater for D. E. Bambaure, Los Banos. 

The new Oberon Hotel, Los Banos, was 
served with 14 kilowatts in heating and cooking 
and 7 kilowatts in lights. This hotel has just 
been erected at a cost of $75,000. It has 22 
elegantly furnished bedrooms supplied with hot 
and cold water. This building is a credit to 
Los Banos and is a valuable addition to the 
hotel accommodations of this city. 


TAFT DISTRICT 


O. A. Kommers, District Manager. 


Electric welding is coming into its own in the 
oilfields, and, due to the present activity in the 
fields, several new welding shops have been 
opened in Taft. McFaddin and Sill installed a 
200 ampere Nigg welder in connection with 
their machine shop and at present are working 
the outfit sixteen hours a day. 

Cornelius and Loften, a new concern, who 
recently built a shop here installed a 200 ampere 
Nigg welder and are getting a good share of 
the business. E. F. Eiland also put up a new 
building and installed a 7!4-horsepower motor 
generator set and is going after a part of the 
welding business. 

The Southwest Welding Company, for- 
merly located at Santa Fe Springs, have moved 
its headquarters and equipment to Taft and 
have been rushed with work since they opened. 
They are operating a 7!4-horsepower motor 
generator and also have a 200 ampere Nigg 
outfit which will be connected later. 

The Rieger Iron Works, which has been oper- 
ating a 7!4-horsepower motor generator set for 
welding, was unable to keep up with the 
demand and recently installed a second set of 
the same size. 

The Anchor Oil Company on Section 2-11-24, 
recently installed a 15-horsepower motor on a 
jack plant operating six wells. 

Pliocene Oil Company, Section 17-11-22, in- 
stalled two 15/30 horsepower oil well pumping 
motors. 

Jackson Oil Company, Section 11-30-21, in- 
stalled three 15/30 horsepower pumping motors 
and have made arrangements for the installa- 
tion of three more. 

The Brookshire Oil Company, Section 24- 
31-22, which began the use of motors about a 
year ago, made application for an additional 
bank of transformers to take care of the grow- 
ing load. The lines and transformers have been 
installed and two additional motors added. 

Associated Oil Company, Section 35-31-22, 
recently installed a 75-horsepower motor on a 
line pump,-an electric dehydrator and one pump- 
ing motor. On section 34-31-23 they connected 
a 15-horsepower motor on a line pump. 
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The Lovell Gasoline Company, which has just 
completed a new absorption plant on Section 
20-31-24, installed four 5-horsepower motors on 
their circulation pumps. 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen G. REDFERN, District Manager. 


"The Dinuba Oil and Petroleum Company, a 
local organization, holding 600 acres about 
two miles west of Dinuba, expects to spud 
in on their first well within the next thirty days. 

Geologists report that this company’s acreage 
is located on a natural anticline, the fault line 
tracing directly through this property. They 
expect to reach oil at five or six hundred feet. 

The unusually hot period in the latter part of 
June caused less damage to vines in this district 
than was at first feared, intensive irrigation 
being responsible for the small damage. 

The water table is holding up remarkably 
well considering the enormous amount of pump- 
ing which has been done this season. Com- 
paratively few wells have failed entirely and 
the wells as a whole do not show any appreci- 
able change. 

Green fruit packing house are now running 
full capacity on Thompsons and some Malagas 
are moving. . 

The two canneries at Reedley are running 
full capacity on peaches. The Herbert Packing 
Company is employing about 450 men and 
women and the Kings County Packing Com- 
pany about 400. 

The Herbert Cannery expects to put up not 
less than 125,000 cases of clings this season 
while the Kings County Packing Company 
expects to handle not less than 100,000 cases. 

The canning of figs and peaches will carry 
the operation of this plant far into the fall. 


FRESNO DISTRICT 


PauL B. Wilson, District Manager. 


Local business conditions look better this 
month than for several months past. Bank 
clearings have made some decided increases 
over previous weeks, due largely to receipts 
from fresh fruit sales. 

Payments for fresh fruit are being made 
promptly although prices do not range as high 
as during previous years. This ready money is 
greatly relieving the financial condition of many 
farmers, which is in turn reflected in all lines 
of business. 

During July practically all new power con- 
nected was that authorized by Power Commis- 
sioner Butler. 'The reduction in the number of 
new installations for the month is the result of 
the power shortage. Requests for additional 
power for farm pumping and installations of 
two kilowatts or less for one consumer may be 
connected at once, but all larger applications 
must be passed upon by the Power Commis- 
sioner However, most ranchers had their sea- 
son's pumping problems solved before the acute 
power shortage condition developed. Generally, 
the public is taking a very broad view of the 
power situation resulting from the extremely 
dry year and is co-operating in every way pos- 
sible to minimize the effect of the shortage. 
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ONE LEFT OUT 

The Bore—“Did I tell you of my ad- 
venture in Patagonia?" 

His Victim (having listened to about 
twenty adventures)—‘Interesting yarn?” 

The Bore—“You bet!” 

His Victim—‘Then you haven't told 
me."— London Humorist. 


THE Gas Tuar Kis . 

"At least we've gotten rid of the rube 
who used to blow out the gas." 

* He's still with us," contradicted Uncle 
Bill Bottletop; “only he works different. 
He puts the gas in his fliver tank and hits 
sixty miles an hour."—JZ'ashington Star. 


Stower Is SAFER 

They had had one of their usual tiffs 
because hubby was home late for dinner. 
"You're always late,” she said indignantly. 
“You were late at the church the day we 
were married.” 

“Yes,” he answered, bitterly, “but I 
wasn't late enough."—T'he Pathfinder 
( Washington). 


WELL TRAINED 

"Did you give the man the third de- 
gree?" asked the police officer. 

"Yes. We browbeat and badgered him 
with every question we could think of." 

"What did he do?" 

“He dozed off and merely said now and 
then, 'Yes, my dear, you are perfectly 
right.’ "—Everybody's Magazine. 


ILLUSTRATED WoRD 
A Scottish farmer, being elected to the 
school board, visited the village school and 
tested the intelligence of the class by the 
question : 
"Now, boys, can any of you tell me 
what naething is?" 
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After a moment's silence a small boy 
in a back seat rose. 

"It's what ye gi'd me the other day for 
holding yer horse."—Everybody's Maga- 
zine. 


PETRIFIED 

Horace—“What did your wife have to 
say when you came in at four this morn- 
ing?" 

Maurice—"Didn't have a word to say." 

Horace—" "S matter, tongue-tied ?” 

Maurice—"No, I put cement in her 
beauty clay."— Bear Skin. 


UNRULY Waves 
In 1930. “Central! You've given me 
the wrong wave-length!”—Little Rock 
Gazzette. 


Even More 
Caller—‘“Is your mother engaged?" 
Betty—"I think she’s married.” —Judge. 


HEALTH NOTES 
To the Thin— Don't eat fast.” 


To the Fat— "Don't eat. Fast" —Jug- 
gler. 
NATURAL 
Wife— “D'ye know you're growing 


quite handsome, John?” 

Husband—“Yes, Mary; its a way I 
have when it gets anywhere near your 
birthday.” —Tit-Bits. 


SOMETHING WRONG 

“Who shall I say is asking for him?” 
inguired central of the man in the booth. 

“Mr. O'Cohen." 

“Mr. Who?” 

“Mr. O’Cohen.” 

“Wait a minute—the wires are crossed.” 
—Punch Bowl. 
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The Ignace Paderewski place near Paso Robles, owned by the great Polish pianist, is typical of orchard scenes 
in this section. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER San Joaquin Light & Power Corp. 
MAGAZINE A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 employees in all departments—oper- 
ating and construction. 
21,014 bondholders and stockholders. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 34,945 sq. miles in which company operates. 
10 counties in Central Galifornia served— 

, Mariposa, Merced. Madera, Fresno. 

Jury, 1924 Kings, Tulare, Kern, Monterey, San 


Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with a 
population of 400,000. 
66,441 gas, water and electric consumers. 
115,467 horsepower developed in 11 hydro-elec- 


PAGE tric plants. 
* š s A 72,066 horsepower developed in 3 steam plants. 
Historic San Luis Obispo - - - 1 187,533 horsepower developed in 14 plants. 


465,458,706 kilowatt hours total output of system 
: in 12 months ending December 31, 
Paso Robles, the Almond City - - 5 1923. 
631,817,100 cubic feet of natural and manufactured 
b gas sold in 12 months ending 
Neptune’s Playground - - - - 9 December 31, 1923, in 3 cities. 
5,023 mills of electric transmission and dis- 
P tribution lines. 
A Practical School - - - - - 11 166 miles of main used in distribution of gas 
18 miles of main used in distribution of 
water. 
cities supplied with power for electric 
T MAR die ty f used 
"TES 16,315,100,0 gallons storage capacity for water 
When the Streets Were Dark at Midnight 15 in generating electricity. 
1,784,019,209 ab feet ot patural as and 7,163 
: s u » barrels of oil us in generating 
Editorial: San Luis Obispo - - - 18 electricity during 12 months ending 
33498 December sa. 1923. ME 
: 67,130 horsepower o agricultura motors 
Forest Conservation y j 18 depending on San Joaquin Power, 
1 irrigating 402,750 vig of land. 
DMO 49,790 horsepower of industrial motors sup- 
Proper Position of Spark on plied by San Joaquin Power. 
Trucks - - - = 19 18,184 horsepower of oil well motors operated 
by San Joaquin Power. 
2,510 horsepower of municipal power served 
20 by San Joaquin Power. 
eee horsepower tonl connected load. 
y $2,886,003.47 wages paid employees in 1923. 
The Jolly Little Shears - - - - 31 $657,502.91 taxes paid in 1923. 
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HE TERRITORY served by the San Joaquin Light 6 Power Corporation covers approxi- 

mately 6,000,000 acres in seven counties of the San Joaguin Valley. In this map are 
shown 5023 miles of transmission and distribution lines, 11 water power plants, 3 steam plants 
having an installed capacity of 187,533 horsepower which is distributed through 50 substations. 

"The Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, serving in Fresno, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, and Santa Barbara Counties receives all of its power wholesale from the San Joaguin 
Light £ Power Corporation. 
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Prior Preferred Stock 
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Yields 7.14% 
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May be purchased at $99.00 per share on payments 
| „of $6.00 down and $5.00 per month per share. 


SAN JOAOUIN LIGHT AND POWER 
CORPORATION 


Main Office, Fresno, California 
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